
OVERVIEW

Down in the southernmost tip of Indiana is the City of Huntingburg. At last count, its 
population was just under 6,400. But Huntingburg is no ordinary small town. Recognized for 
its quaint antique stores and buildings on the National Register of Historic Places, the city has 
served as a location for a number of Hollywood movies, including A League of Their Own with 
Madonna. It’s also home to an aging wastewater treatment facility that saw its last upgrade in 
1995. And in 2020, energy costs were more than this burg could manage.

THE ISSUES

Like many small towns with aging wastewater infrastructure, the City of Huntingburg faced 
a trio of issues which seemed to have no easy answers. At the top of the list: energy. 
Treating wastewater requires a tremendous amount of energy. It’s estimated that the filtering 
process consumes up to 15% of America’s electrical power every year. These issues seemed 
insurmountable.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT WOES
SOARING ENERGY COSTS I  PRICE SENSITIVE CUSTOMERS I  CARBON FUEL RELIANCE 

Energy costs rising  
by double digits each year

No municipal budget  
to offset these costs

The necessity of unpopular  
customer rate hikes

CASE STUDY
How the City of Huntingburg, Indiana  

Tamed Costs, Achieved Sustainability with Solar

Energy Solutions For A Resilient Future



THE SOLUTION

Huntingburg decided to offset its energy use with solar energy, something an increasing 
number of municipal and privately owned water treatment facilities are doing across the 
United States. The reason was simple: solar-generated electricity can reduce a plant’s energy 
bill by as much as 50%, saving thousands of dollars a year. 

In late 2019, Energy, Solential Energy was awarded the contract to design, build, and manage 
Huntingburg’s wastewater treatment facility solar array. The project includes 640 photovoltaic 
ground-mounted panels on acreage adjacent to the plant that generate 278.4 kilowatts DC of 
electricity a year. Solential broke ground in early 2021 and the installation of solar panels and 
converters began soon after. The city’s solar array was officially commissioned and began 
generating clean, renewable solar power in summer 2021. 

Like all Solential solar solutions, Huntingburg’s included Solential’s patented Cloud-based 
remote management system called Solview. Accessible 24/7 with any smart device, Solview 
enables the city to track energy production, usage, peak and off hours. Solential also 
monitors the system with Solview for predictive maintenance, troubleshooting, and rapid 
response times should there be an issue. Today, the city of Huntingburg enjoys:

THIS IS WHERE IT GETS 
EVEN MORE INTERESTING

THE CITY ISSUED AN RFP AND SELECTED SOLENTIAL ENERGY

Reduced fossil fuel use + 
carbon footprint

Annual energy savings of 
up to 50%

Enhanced rate stability for 
customers

ABOUT SOLENTIAL ENERGY

Based in Carmel, Indiana, Solential is a 
leading provider of innovative energy 
solutions to the wastewater and water 
treatment industry that increase 
energy resilience, reduce costs and 
create more sustainable operations and 
communities. Other offerings include:

list-check
Energy audits identifying use + 

opportunities

solar-panel
Floatovoltaic solar arrays mounted  

over lagoons

battery-bolt
Microgrid energy generation + storage
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